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have been beset 


EWSPAPERS 


by rising costs and the meteor 
rise of new mediums competing 
for reade! time and advertisers’ dol 
lars. But Dr. Raymond B. Nixon re 


minds the pre that its general eco 


nomic health was never sounder 


He suggest 


themselve 


that publishers concern 
the 
se to better their prod 


more with 


meeting 
positive challeng 


ict. In fact, he believes that the pres 


may be indulging itself in a fear neu 
rosis at a time when the “Newspape! 
Finest Hour Can Lie Ahead’ (page 
») 

Now prof of journalism at 


of Minnesota and just 


record eleventh year as 


Quarterly 


Dy \ n | pent the last three 
eal I esearch centering largely or 
trends in newspaper owner! hip. He 
has also taught and done research at 


Stanford Illi 


ected the 


‘alifornia 
where he di 
division of journalism 

, Emory, he took 
his master’s degree at Wisconsin and 
a Ph.D. at Minnesota to which he re 
turned in 1952. A native of Florida, he 


raduate of 


vas a reportel port tele graph and 
city editor and editorial writer for the 
Tampa Daily Time before turning 


uch books a Problem 
of the Country Weekly and “Public 
a the Pre and the au 
thor of “Henry W. Grady 


ppokesman 


elf craze He pend h pare time 
fignti Nal ind ettit degree 
Bach ! 1942-46, he Va fighting 
World War II with the Na Then he 
ect ed |! Bachelor of Journalism 
degree from the University of Te 

n 1948 and his Master of Journalism 
degree in 1949 


bac k in 
And by 


Came 1951-52 and he Wa 


the Navy oO ixteen im 


}oOr th 


1954 he as getting another master 
degree. this time in library science 
from Florida State University 
Jetween wal and degree he 
worked for the Temple (Tex.) Daily 
Telegram the San Angelo (ditto) 


Standard-Time ind the Dallas (uh 
huh) Morning Ne 

It was his thesis for hi Texas ma 
te A Study of Newspapers of the 
Tex Cattle Kingdor 1866-1885 
that backgrounded hi Libel Was a 
S y Word to Early Texas Edito 


(page 6) 
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Bylines in Ohis Issue 


At Florida State his thesis was “A 
Study of 


bi aries 


American Newspaper Li 
a subject not often chosen 
either in journalism or library schools 
J. E. Molloy, librarian of the Phila 
delphia (Pa.) has reported 
that he plans to use part of the thesi 
‘Handbook fox 
braries” 
Special Libraries 

Weems is now 
and first 
the main library at Baylor University 
Waco 


Inquire r 


in a 


Newspape! Li 


which he is editing for the 


Association 


instructor of jour 


nalism catalog assistant in 


Texas 


HE normally dour foreign min ter 
| of the Soviet Union treated Ame 
icans to sore 


rare smiles during his 


trip across the country this summer 
to attend the tenth anniversary cele 
bration of the United Nations in San 


Francisco He even srr led through 


Sorte hoos 
The cover illus tration of this num 
ber of THE QI ILI shows everybody 


smiling. This 


included the 
Russian 
Zarubin u hose 
h nd V yache slar 
head 


) 
Russian 


ed (ors 
Ambassador Creorgd 
hidden be 


arm a he 


suUsSpe 
mouth was 
Molotor 


ried on a covering that i 
nor diplomat ( 7 he 
Denver Post if wa pre 
sented by Post Reporter Robert sue? 


when the Ru 


its traim at 


neither 
git of the 


san party alighted from 
Wyo on if 


Cheyenne 


way west 


ITTLE 


nalism can be 


void 


found in the 


opportunity to a jour 
bach 
ground of Everton Conger, author of 
News Values in India Bewitch and 
Bewilde1 (page 7). He is the on 
eldest brothe 


and 


ol a me wWspaperman his 


a newspaperman he mat 


ried a nev paperwoman who |} the 
daughter of a 


Aft r ni 


former newspapermar 

Montana 
State University Conger erved ! 
World War II as a naval ay and 
assistant public relations officer, then 
1 from the 


School 


graduation trom 


lato! 


obtained his master aegres 


Columbia University Graduates 


of Journalism. He and his wife tried 
free-lancing long enough to decid 
that a steady job was kinder to the 
nervou tem, and Conger joined 
the staff of the Salt Lake City Tele 


gram. He shifted from that post to the 
United Press and later worked on the 
desk of the Salt Lake City Tribune 
1948 to 1952 he taught jour 


ummer work for the 


Denver Post. He was on leave from 
the University of New Mexico and 
vorking for the Post in 1953 before 


The 


he left to join the faculty of Hislop 
Nagpur University, Nagpur 

1953. In 1954 he 
the department of 


College 
India in became 
head of 


Ww hic h 


journal 


ism provides training as a 


graduate diploma course for students 
from throughout India and other 


Asian 


turn to the United States next spring 


countries. He now plans. to re 


S is “Thinking of 
A Starting a Magazine? Editor of 
Tells How” (page 8) 
David E. Archie was being quite hon 


obvious in 


low an 


est when, in response to a query on 
his regional publishing venture, he 
said: “We have very few secrets here 

in fact, practically none—and I am 
glad to give any information which 
you think might be of value.” Such 
frankness is refreshing, and may even 
be an additional reason that The 
Iowan has so firmly established 
itself in three years 

Dave himself is 29 years old, single 
and a veteran of the Navy in World 
War II, in which he maintains that 
he distinguished himself as “one of 
the few radiomen second class neve 


able to grasp the Mor i 


nuances of 
code 

He attended high school in Shenan 
doah, la fathe 
the Evening Sentinel, was 
from Phillips Exete 
1950 received his 


where hi publishes 
graduated 
academy and in 
degree from Prince 
honors 


University with 


Before 


ton 
starting groundwork for The 
1952 he Ni 
in New York 


F's Druary 


taf] 


lowan in 


Lool 


on the 
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ground ! ill phases of new work Have 
M 5 legree fror Columbia School of Jour 
naliss Age 32, Box 1112, Tue Quis 
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new radio ry writing and appearance 
available to public relations firm or per ae 
partment in business as 6-foot $2 nia 
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public relatior Secretary to nationa 
known Republican political figure ade re 
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Challenges to the Press 
ranks 


edited one and read another which 


HE pre needs more challenges from within it 
and I have lately 
I want to 


preface any 


commend. In honesty, of course, I must 
comment on changing newspaper prac tice by 
admitting that I am often as conservative—or, to be really 
honest, as lazy—as the next man 

As an editorial writer I frequently tell statesmen and 
immunologists and university presidents to pull up their 
socks and do their jobs better. Confronted with a similar 
request in my own job, whether by the man who pays me 
I can usually find excellent 


or merely by my conscience 


reasons for doing things the way I have done them 
On blue 


can be a very 


Mondays and hot Thursdays my conscience 
easy going fellow. But it has been unable 
to overlook these two articles, despite the obvious coun 
ter-charms of new whodunits on a breezy porch or air 
conditioned technicolor at the neighborhood movie 
One is the leading article in this number of Tue QuILL 
a plea to newspapers by Raymond B. Nixon to conquer 
The other, by 
in the current Nieman Reports 


their fears and realize their “finest hour 
Wallace Carroll, appear: 
It again challenges newspapermen to take a hard look at 
what he believe have become “The Seven Deadly Vir 
tue of the pre 

Dr. Nixon is editor of the Journalism Quarterly as well 
as professor of journalism at the University of Minnesota 
reflected in the 
splendid documenting of his article. Mr, Carroll is execu 
tive editor of the Winston-Salem (N. C.) Journal and 
Sentinel. He boldly questions the very formulas in which 


he himself has a twenty-five year investment of experi 


His reputation in newspaper research is 


ence 


f2 ITH men believe the American newspaper has done 
uccessful job to date. Dr. Nixon spells 
this out by chiding the press for fretting so much about 


an increa ingly 


costs and rival mediums when it has probably the sound 
est economic basis it ever had on which to go ahead. Both 
men ask whether many present ways of writing and edit 
will hold the reader of the future 

The chief danger to the American press, Dr. Nixon be 


lieve “is not rising costs, television, or any of the others 


ing the new 


usually mentioned: it is the danger that the press itself 
may fail to keep pace with the changing needs and inter 
ests of it He points out that pitifully little re 


being done to learn precisely what these needs 


readet 
search | 
and interests are 

Mr. Carroll who believes, as I do, that the very 


of democrati ociety 


survival 
depends in part on how news i 
gathered and pre ented, fears that the transition to the 


newspaper of the future is being made too slowly, much 

too slowly.” And, he argues, some of the very virtues that 

have made the press what it is, such as objectivity, speed 

and quantity of news, may have become “deadly virtue: 
almost as deadly as sin itself.” 

Mr. Carroll respects objectivity as an ideal of accurate 
reporting and so, I am sure, does Dr. Nixon, although he 
does not happen to use the word. But the North Carolina 
editor seems ready to add a new dimension of meaning 
to reporting if newspapers are prepared to apply such 
interpretation fairly 

Dr. Nixon finds “mounting evidence that reporting the 
news in greater breadth and depth is far more vital to 
the future of the American newspaper” than many jour 
nalistic sideshows. Like Mr. Carroll, he believes this 
breadth and depth depends on selecting and rewarding 
better staff 
The extra-dimensional reporting that both men ask is, 
course, already with us in greater degree than many 
newspapermen realize. It has always been with us to 
some extent. But so far it is mostly confined to the larger 
and wealthier papers which can afford the staff to do it 

There is nothing to prevent such reporting on a smaller 


of 


newspaper, so far as local news is concerned. Here and 
there we have it, as any awards number of Tire QuILL 
will demonstrate. The smaller paper’s problem arises in 
different reporting of national and foreign affairs. It can 
not afford its own Washington and foreign correspondents 

The great majority of newspapers must rely principally 
on the press associations. These do a superb job. But 
here the dangers of interpretive reporting become much 
greater. A single interpretation of any given situation fo 
a large number of newspapers is a very different thing 
from interpretations that vary from paper to paper and 
correspondent to correspondent 


KNOW only too well that metropolitan newspapers like 

my own, with Washington and foreign staffs, frequently 
do a very thorough job of interpretive reporting. They can 
add such dimensions of meaning that I find myself some 
what superfluous as an editorial writer. They often sum 
up the significance of events so well that there seems 
little to do but repeat their summary and add that 
‘we” view it with approval or alarm 

jut I sometimes find that the most objective reporting 
has not been so objective after all. A fistful of 
news clippings about a situation will leave m« 


straight 
without 
certain facts that are essential to a sound editorial cor 
clusion. Perhaps what we need is more objective news 
gathering (and editing) as a basis for better interpretive 
writing 


Cart R. Kesier 
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Publishers are naturally frightened by rising costs and rival news 
mediums. But this researcher points out that the press has never 
been sounder financially and suggests that the real challenge is 
to keep pace with readers’ changing needs. He believes that the 


Newspaper’s Finest Hour Can Lie Ahead 


NE of the strangest paradoxes 
of our time is the gloom which 
appears so often at gatherings 


of new 


paper publishers. For exam 
ple, the American Newspaper Pub 
lishers Association at its annual meet 
ing last April heard a magnificent 
addre by Henry Ford II. He told 
them that “no nation ever had it so 


good 4 He des 
look whi h 


newspapers as for 


( ribed an economic out 
hould be just as rosy for 
automobile manu 
facturers 


Yet when the 


closed « 


publishers went into 


ion, the atmosphe re seems 


to have been clouded by fears fears 
about rising costs, anti-trust suits and 
FCC decisions fears about labor. 
newsprint and television 


These are all serious problems, and 


as a newspapel reader and a journal 
ism teacher I am much concerned 
about them jut as a student of eco 
nomic trends, and one whose chief 
interest in life has been the ne wspa 
per, I am even more concerned lest 
publishers as a class develop an occu 
pational neurosis 

Through too much obsession with 
the purely negative aspects of their 
situation they may become like two 


young women overheard during Men 


tal Health Week I 


n't it awful?’ 


one 

of them said. “You never know when 
mental health may trike you!” 

Or, take the case of the older wom 

an who uddenly glanced at her 


watch, put down her cup of coffee and 
“Oh, I 


appointment 


exclaimed must go! I have an 
ycniatrist, 


and if I'm not there on time he start 


with my p 


without me!” Continuing this analogy 
my diagnosis of the newspaper pub 
lishing industry is thi 


i whole 


1 The American pre as i 
. Was never i ounder economik 


health than it today 
It eatest da ‘ not 
2. ng costs, television, or any of 
the other isuall entioned t 
the d ( tnat the pre tself ma 
fail t Kee pact tr the nar y 
eed ind interest I t reade! 
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the 
live 


dynamic which we 
their 
to “go on without them.” 


What the the 


nomic health of the newspaper 


economy in 


readers may indeed have 


are facts about eco 
busi 
ness, and its prospects for the future”? 
Despite 


part 


rising costs—and, in large 


because of them—the newspaper 
the United 
States has attained the highest degree 
stability 


Ninety-four per cent of all our daily 


publishing industry in 


of economix in its history 


newspaper cities are now without any 


lo al 


newspaper competition, 82 per 
cent having only one daily, and an 
other 12 per cent having only one 


morning and one evening paper under 


the same ownership or in joint print 


ing. In the weekly field, more than 90 
per cent of our weekly towns now 
have either a single paper, or “twin 
weeklies” under a single ownership 


Daily or weekly, most American 
communities today have about the 
number of papers they can decently 


support. As a result, newspapers are 
sounder financially than ever before 
URING 1954—a year which wa: 


only “second best” for American 
whole—the people ol 
their 


to a new high both in total daily ci: 


bus iness aS a 


this country raised newspape! 


culation and in total advertising reve 


nue. True, total daily circulation sinc 
1950 has not been increasing as fast 
as the country’s population, but we 
have had such cyclical dips or lag 
before. The long-term trend in circu 


lation is upward and should continue 


to be—provided publishers sense the 


meaning of enough 
and do something about it 

That the United States is still far 
from the saturation point in daily cir 
vealed by a 
UNESCO survey of major 
Great Britain leads the world with an 
circulation of 611 daily new 
1.000 inhabitants; Sweden 


a cycle quickly 


culation l re recent 


countrie 


average 


pape! 


per 





This lively and thoughtful ar 
ticle is adapted from an address 
the Inland Daily 
Association in Chicago last May 


before Press 








Dr. Raymond B. Nixon is a professor 


of journalism at the University of 
Minnesota and editor of the Journal 
ism Quarterly. He is widely known 
for his research into newspaper trends. 


ha 190 thousand 


per Luxembourg 
147: Iceland, 439; Australia, 416; Nor 
way, 396 Jelgium, 384; Denmark 
381: and New Zealand, 358 
The United States is tied with Japan 
for only tenth place, with 353 copies 
of dailies sold each day for every 
1,000 inhabitants. And when we con 


ider differences in purchasing power 


we find that the reader in almost any 


of these other countries pays more 
for hi paper than the five cents which 
till prevails in five-sixths of our 
American citie 

The population forecasters tell u 
there should be from 200 to 220 mil 
lion persons in the United States by 
1975. When this country resource 
are compared with that of any of the 
nine countries that now rank above u 
n per capita daily circulation, it i 
reasonable to expect an American 
population of 200 to 220 million in 


(Turn lo page 11) 





Eddie Weems worked on several Texas 
journal 


Waco. 


newspapers before teaching 


ism at Baylor University in 


REEDOM of information wasn't 
alway avaliable to 19th Century 
Te <a edit but freedom ot e»x 


hand, ex 
Colt 


pre ion a“ nvariably at 


ingle-action and 


lethal 
Sometime rhe 


plosive as a 
often nearly a 
printed volley ap 
to have been a downright men 
who 


the frontie: NO ger wa 
to throw down on the 


ace to the editor: wrote it Sut 
known 
vun-toter and 
make him flinch 

I recently proof of this in 
the yellowing files of the 
of Texas ne 
printed 
the Albany Star 
after the editor of another new 
the Vernon Guard 
sheriff was not “the 


official 


found 
University 
Thi 
1883, by 
what happened 
pape! 
that the 
kind of 


pape collection 
August 24 
tell 


account#t 


wrote 


prope! 


The veri n 


el thar to “ay 


no re ply oth 
that if 


ade 
anything 
ever agalil appeared against him 
vould hoot a 
imber of holes in the 


editor to lé out ten 


in that paper he 
ufllicient 1 
thousand 
The duly 
notification and afte 
herifl is « 


from a lia to a 


i 
nurrying ul editot 


received the 
aving the verything 
would be 


dere vind » as follow 
Rathe 


mut 


urrender out 
will strike 
peech and 
Wilbarge 
County ough our life pay 
the forfe vwfore the sun sets to 
night 


right na i rt ve 
a blow oT 1 ol 


honest 


An editor t that 
the tute 


boisterou 
he Lic ve d 
but comple te 


not 


in freedon pres 


era in 


only 


Libel Was a Sissy Word 
To Early Texas Editors 


They may not have known what freedom of infor- 


mation was but they indulged freely in freedom 


of expression and let the victims shoot it out. 


By EDDIE WEEMS 


freedom to print practically anything 


occasionally he made free with 
a fellow editor 
The editor of 
Herald says he 
the editor of the 
May 21, 1870. “If 
the poor creature 
the worst of it 


A statement 


and 


the San Antonio 
mells a rat,” wrote 
Denton Monitor 
the rat smell 


will decidedly have 


him 


like 
bring it originato! 
but 


that today might 


into court on 
hort ordet in those day it pro 
gun duel 
a fatality Libel 
been a issy word, if it 
known at all on the 
Anyway, a 
netted 


oked nothing more than a 


and 


to have 


pe rhap 


eem 


meaning wa 
Texa 
libel ult 


uccessful 
little 


ome 


frontier 
would have 
than a and 
Most Texas 
particularly in small towns in the 
half of the state 


largely on hope 


more hand pre 


type pionee! editot 


western operated 


and determination 


ERHAPS the old-timers anti ipated 
the Lone Star State's 20th Century 
and best because 
the most 
written 


biggest brags 


they turned out some of 
libelous stories ever 

If Bob Toomb follow 
Zack Chandle1 illustrious example 
and die editorialized the Nov. 20 
1879, Comanche Chief 
ous would out 

The Frontier 
carried this 

A Major Green has arrived in 
town. He says he is a high-toned Vis 


but his brogus 


would only 


how prospe! 
country be 
Echo ol Fort 


sonal 


Gi iffin 
per 


ginian indicates he 


an [rishman.’ 
The 
He re 


Coman he 


onal 
1879 


personal were very 


per 
one from the Oct. 9 
Chief 
Religion has got 
We say that 


but we do not say 


Nat 
re ligion 
that 


He nde rson 
got Nat 


got re 


has 
Nat 
ligion, because we are of the 
that the day 
An 1867 issue of the 


Watchman carried thi 


opinion 
of miracle are past 
Georgetown 
nonchalant 
personal item 

“We are sorry to learn 
Thomas Cotton killed his 
Mr Jame Cotton 


that M: 
brother: 


day before ye 


Montgomery 
personal difficulty.’ 
Many 
hort items 
called fillers 
‘The present governor ol the great 


tate ol 


terday, in 


interesting and informative 
which today would be 
appeared 

Texas has been dog drunk 
everal times since his election.” 
(Comanche Chief, Sept. 4, 1879) 
today ometimes at 


tempt to avoid embarrassing 


Ne wspaper: 
relatives 
unfortunate persons who 
figure in the news, but the Denison 
Weekly News in 1873 brought in the 


family 


ot certain 


tree 


Dr. G. D. Breckenridge, who i 
brother-in-law to Mr. L. G. C 
Canby, who is a brother of the 
late General Canby, passed 
through Moberly on the 4th, with 
Mr. Canby in charge, taking him 
to the asylum at Fulton. Mr. Can 
by attended his brother’s funeral 
at Indianapolis and while return 
and 
will 


Wal d 


ing home became insane 


now a raving maniac He 
frequently cry out for 
March,” “Jack, hold on,” and the 
like. He is about fifty-three year 
of age, and in 


apparent good 


health physically 
The 
for doubt as to 
Sane Dy 
maybe the writer wa 


story’s structure leaves 


which one was 


sreckenridge or Canby 


IE Comanche Chief in 1880 


its readers for a time with 


misled 
an obitu 
ary 
Senator 
of the leading 
died last 
Peace to 


By next 


Morgan ol Alabam: 
southern 
week the item 


his 


week 


ashes 
the 
correction 
Senator Houstor 
of Morgan, that died. Merely 
take of the pencil 

Although a pionee! editor had neg 
ligible 


editor offered 
thi breezy 


It was 


worries about libel law he 
did think about 
victim of his perennially sharp 


(Turn 10) 


certainly have to 


what a 


to page 
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As a result of differences in culture, language, reli- 


gion and journalistic techniques, there are times when 


News Values in India 
Bewitch and Bewilder 


By EVERTON CONGER 


(India) At a 
Pancha 
Vallimu 


4 ] tf 


Vno 
yr bill 
ve Amer an new 
tart, but typical 
Americ India 
hi perusi to the 
dailie 
Indiar 


lAnPvUARE 


290 daili« in 
1 culture, language 
rT techniques 
dissimilar face 
United States 
are reflected 
n the content of the new 
The techniques, patterned after Brit 
ago, with 


treat 


h journalism of decade 
nov 


r standard ip in the 


country that contra 
the United States 
o different ore 
familiar name. The 
sucknow comment 
igma Delta Chi 


the dictionary 


projession 


y name 


(India) 


into the 
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dent in which a factory worker 
fell into a soap pan and was boiled to 
death The firm that 


nated soap should no 


was anwrious 
the contam 


u ed by anyone 


And in 
action of the 
tion in the 
standable 


India the 
(city) 


multi-religious 
Madras 


following case is 


corpora 


under 


The Goi 7 


’ 


nment has approved the 
Rupees 87 hy the 


r rpendi ure of 


Madras Corporation during the water 
print hand bills 
tracts from the Holy Quoran 
holy 


pecial prayers jor rain and their di 


with ea 
Moham 


ofte ot 


scarcity to 


medan hool urging 


tribution to the mosques and Moham 


medan S¢ hools im the cily 


gimme items indicate an unlimited 
credulity in both reade and 


however. One cal 
Trust of India 


Associated Press, re 


newspaper! staffs 
ried by the Pres 
terpart to the 

ported as 


coun 


factual, an upcoming cor 
form a “World 
Outlawing Communism,” to 
be held in Ceylon. The 


thi ordet the 


ference to Organiza 
tion tor 
tory 
following as 
the invitees 


Senator Jose ph Met ‘arthy 
Kerensky, General Chiang Kai 
Dr. Singman Rhee, Mr. C. Rajagopala 
India, Mr. Mohammed Ali 

3ao Dai of Indochina, Ea 
Yugoslavia, Ex-king 
Michael of Rumania, General Franco 
of Spain, General Zahedi of Iran and 
Dr. Adenauer of West Germany 


. } 
General 


Shel 


chariar ot 
’ 
of Pakistan 


ing Peter of 


( 
! 
} 


Fy om 


reader learn 


India 


NY , 
Worth 


that a 


con 


night sav 


lard auty one 
throwing bird and a bearded old man 


a banyan tree opposite his post 


constable fell unconscious and 


as removed to where he 


a no pital 


died the next day from shock 


People 


Int rn neighborhood are 


appal 


ently yjugner! tock they testified 


{ 


een 7 phenomenon tor 


everal months | ! the constable 
demise 


Speaking of 


Journalist Everton Conger is the son 
of a newsman, brother of a newsman, 
and husband of a newspaperwoman. 


dian scientist was reported in a short 
Hitler 
leeping in a room in 
Germany. The 

hotel manager told the 
Hitler used that room occasion 
ally, but it does not say whether this 


after the 


item to have met in a dream 
one night while 
story says the 


that 


Bonn 
scientist 
Sane 


conversation Ww before o1 


dre am 


THE HAND OF 


he adlines 


PROVIDENCE! 


a nearly 200-word story in 


olving a king cobra, attempted rob 


bery and sudden death. To retain 


flavor, it i quoted 


Hyderabad A 
would be 


to slay his sister 


} illed a 


was 


} ing cobra 


murderer who about 


with an axe as she 


refused to part with five tolas (two 


gold. The 
to the belief that the cobra 


ounces) of incident has 
qiven rise 
was ent by providence to save the 
woman 

The 


her brother 


scorted by 
asked to 


woman was heing ‘ 


u he rn she was 
the gold 
refusal to do so, the 


hand ove 
On her brother 
wuUung his 


I ranch 


coiled itself around the 


axe. which brushed against 
7 he 


u ould 


di lodging the cobra 
reptile 
he fratricide and 


Hour: 


the woman in a 


to death 
found 
moon by the side of 
still coiled 


stung him 


later a earch party 


her brother, with the cobra 


round his body 


MOST round-about tory 


cerned the level of 


con 
Water in the 
Here wa 
a problem and the story tells of 

light rise in the city lakes as the 
result of rain, which put the levels at 
1027.55 feet and 1017.2 feet in the 


Then, after se 


of Nagpur reservoirs 


two 


reservoll veral para 


(Turn to page 14) 





A family background of publishing 
helped David E. Archie past 
pitfalls in launching The 


some 
lowan. 
HIS « October will mark the 
third anniversary of a 
called a 
ibility.” I am well 
The lowan, a 


and 


oOminy 
magazine 
most peopl near impo 
that 


magazine tor 


atislied now 
Mere ral 


about Iowan ha 


disproved the 
dire 
The 


own 


predic tion 
idea of 


magazine has a 


general tarting your 


wide appeal 
among the journalistically 


The offer 


daily deadline the 


inclined 


magazine from 


freedom 
challenge of more 
elaborate production techniques, and 


a wider range of operation in many 
respects 
At a time 
ible to 
field the 


within the 


when it is almost 


tart a 


Im pos 
publication in 
still 


ol possibility or 80 


most 
magazine remains 
range 


it seem Yet vhen people ask me 


what wa the most important single 


factor into the 


aiding my 


field, I 


ivnorance 


entrance 


magazine must in all honesty 
answet! 


With a 
other 


mall town daily and some 


publishing ventures, my family 
was not 


sic ot 


aviny 


untamiliats 


with the business 
had 
college 
on the taff of Look and 


everal night course in 


journalism. I been man 


editor of a magazine 
had taken 
magazine 
journalism in New York 
I had talked 
of their with everyone I 
could reach who might be able to 
increase m of thei: 


ation gut nothing in our 


In addition 


MmawvaZszine every phase 


oper ition 


KRnOW ledge oper 

‘ experience 
prepared us for what we faced when 
we plunged into this field for our 
elve 


The lows ’ i iong 


ing. | gue th 


time aborn 
germ of the 
college bull ses 
taff was 


original 
idea came tron ome 


ion Our humor magazine 


Thinking of Launching 
A Magazine? Editor of 
The lowan Tells How 


“Ignorance” and an indulgent family were major helps, 
he reports, as his state publication, now three years 
old, begins to override some of its early difficulties. 


By DAVID E. ARCHIE 


mightily with the work 
being done by a rival campus editor 
He had worked wonders with a mag 


azine de: 


impressed 


igned to use the 
weekly ty pe 


national 
of treatment on purely 
tobert Hei 
of Forbes) was 


Princeton subject matte: 


mann (now editor 


we knew omething of an editorial 


genius, but it 
that the 


might 


seemed to several of u 
same techniques he employed 
in other 
Cities and 


ibilities 


be used homogeneou 


communities states 


were 
mentioned as po 

It was not until I working in 
New York for Look, that 
I began to think seriously of starting 
a regional magazine. My thoughts 
quickly centered on Iowa. I wanted to 
go back to my 


was 


however 


home state eventually 
but I also wanted to stay in the mag 


azine 


business. An Iowa 


magazine 
loomed as a solution to the problem 

More had long felt 
there was a need for Iowa to promote 
itself And this started 
right at home. Few Iowans, including 
their 
generally the 
possible salesmen for it 


important, I 


more need 


myself, knew much about 


state 


own 


and were worst 
A state mag 
azine, it seemed, could serve the vital 
function of making Iowans more con 
scious of the wealth and diversity of 
state. In 


come effective lowa promoter: 


their would be 


turn, they 
This twist of thinking is important 
fact that 


internal 


because it 
The 
state 


emphasizes the 
lowan was and is an 
magazine uch 


Ari ona High 
ways and Colorado Wonderland 


opposed to 


external magazines as 


BEGAN taking an interest in other 
state and local publications as my 
lowa 
s of Arizona Highways im 
with the 
field over 
the large: Ver 
provided a great deal of 


interest in an magazine grew 
The succe 
pressed rr popularity of 
color a almost 


looke d by 


mont Life 


cenit 


magazines 


inspiration in its format and variety 


of subject matter. I ran few 
people who had dabbled in the local 
magazine field in the past. Their ex 


periences uniformly dis 


into a 


made them 
couraging 

Among other things, I decided that 
if I were to go into the magazine field 
it would have to be with a privately 
owned publication 
point of 
thankless 
agency, no matter 
it might be 


I couldn't see the 
working up an ulcer for a 
censorious governmental 


how well meaning 


emerge can be unbelieveably in 
dulgent at times. Mine certainly was 
finally approved my 

We thought we did 


open, 


when members 
magazine project 
so with our eyes knowing we 
were going off the deep end. As it 
turned out we were barely 


Now I 


feverishly 


winking 
began to plan even more 
what size; what would the 


printing cost be what advertising 


kind of circula 
needed 


could I expect; what 


tion promotion was how 


Photographer Gordon Adams doubles 
in layout and production for The Iowan. 





confers 
with 


Archie 
credits 


lowan Editor Dave 


Sentinel, whom he 


about newss 


tands staff 


ubscription fulfillment 


office 


get 


price 
supplies 
ting writers and photographer 
Toughest was the job of finding any 
printing or production man who could 
give me a good idea of probable costs 
I talked offset 
36, 48 


diecut 


lette rpress S1Zé 
50, 60, 70 pound stock 
works. I couldn't 


mind on the until 


96 pages 

binding; the 
format 
cost and | 
I knew the 


hun 


make up my 
I kn M 
couldn't get the 
format It 


dred 


more about 


cost until 


took me 


printers 


se 
ome Nall a 


and dozens of tentative 
quotation to ge anywhere 
Eventually I settled on a Time 
being the mallest 
could be marketed 
toc k wi ; n the 


lor the ove! 


sized 
magazine a 


that 


one 
Mac hine 
coated nod 100 


pound and a iour-page 
four-color lithog 
the 
lized I 


there, | 


insert (to be done in 
forty 
had an 
it decided 


bulk 


raphy) and 60 pound for 
ieLterpre page I rea 
ical eight 


that 


mnmeconorn 
I needed just 


It had 


much more 
been decided to make the 


nontl 
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a major 


father, W. 
in the 


with his 


assist success of 


and a quarterly gets lost. (Some day 
like to The 
as I believe this i 


maximum 


lou ar a 
about the 


time lapse you can 


I would make 
monthly 
have 
in creating a real 
When I left 
1952, to head for 
we still hadn't 
Soon afterward 
on The 


aginative 


reading habit ) 
Lool in February 
the fields of 


dec ided on a 


corn 
name 
however! we settled 


While 


not 


lowan rather unim 


and too distinctive, it 
seemed to be the bes 
ter. I have 


beliey ce 


t we could mus 
since grown to like it and 
the choice was correct 
S I look back on it now 
how I managed to get our 
out by October of that year 


I can't ee 
evel 


first issus 


In addition to learning just about « 


erything there is to know about mag 


had 


vriter 


azine editing and publishing, I 


» sell advertising; line up 


photographe! and storie contact 


wholesale getnet! 


put te 
an extensive mail 
office 
;, ' 


promotional! NOrr It 


too hard at the 


direc t 


cratch et 


Campaign 
and do 
didn't 


but it wa 


from up an 
general 


eem tirne 


D. Archie, publisher of the Shenandoah (la.) Evening 
his 


three-year-old magazine venture. 


strenuous period nevertheless 


The 


vertisel 


roughest hurdle was with ad 


Even with a good dummy 
I found that few people can visualize 
omething outside their range of ex 
Few of my potential adver 


had had 


with 


perience 


tisers any magazine exper! 


ence except “sand bag” publica 


tions masquerading as magazines. I 
selling job to do 
the 


the long range advantages 


had a very basic 


A number of older executives 
could see 
of ‘such a publication in helping to 
build their market, but few of 


the younger eemed to grasp the 


lowa 
ones 
horizontal 

On the 
vent better. I 


dependent distributor 


aspects 

matters 
the in 
tand set 
up. After lengthy consultations a price 


circulation end, 

decided to use 
new 
based on 35 
then 
year (SIx issues) 
There was 
but the 


psychologically 


chedule was set up 
retail. I 


criptions $2 a 


cents a copy made sub 


and 


$3.50 for two year ntmuch 


involved eemed 


A dominant lowa department store 


e us permission to use its mail 








ng t. O ‘ ‘ e trom it was ¢ 
cellent 

Editorial t the magazine snapped 
ip e| r fea I might have had 
re irding ol material were 
quickly d ted. My ideas for th 
rere } edit al aiet were Well 
formed and I did t need to alt 
them great | found it nece ary to 
pack ‘ ‘ ing phnotographe! to 
obtain the ect color and to 
vork with them on the type of picto 
rial treatment inted 

‘ ' prepared the first 

ie f the ‘ n August, I sud 
deniy realized how tittl | knew about 
, it, de te ! vork along th 
ne. Al the type limitations of the 
ette re print po ed quite a prob 
em. Someno the first issue made it 
ippearance Esthetically, it had mar 
lauit but the content wa olid and 
ell rece ead 

Short! thereafter we were able to 
ettle or Bu er i tandard head 
type ind Garamond for the body 
When these ent ! the appearance 
yf thre r wine improved LOO per 
cent 

The lowa? ol today ha gained 
considerab ! ippearance It till 
could use the touch of a trained art 
director, but Gordon Adams has dons 


creditable job. Basically a photog 


rapnet! he ha had to double a lay 
out and production man 
HE rest f our offies taff is made 


up of twe ris in the ubscription 
department, both locally trained. By 
operating out of tne basement of my 
fathe newspaper, I am able to use 
ome ot fil employe at odd time 


0 erhead We do 
multilith 
help 


ertising sale 


york on a 
machine isi! newspape! 
man 

tationed in De 
been an area ol 
and 
ence I help him out a 


unhappy exper! 
much a po 


ible and the present arrangement | 


had a 


man on 


the road | t culation, mainly 
vorkil t! ibs and schools on 
ellir | Although he was a 
good man, the esults did not seem 
t istil Kee ne nin 

We are 5 vit every month, but 
ve have a { o yet. Our pres 
ent operatior iimed at keeping 
costs ata bare imum until we are 
well into the blach ide of the ledger 

Primat ve teel it 1 a matter 
of obtaining acceptance of the power 
and cope ot the magazine Today we 
have a paid mail circulation of more 
than 15,000, Ou i on newsstand 

















in around 3,000 copi« al 1 
We have conducted several irve 
of our audience. The, now that we 
nave a minimum ol ix readet a 
copy, that 23 per cent of our familie 
have income of $10,000 a year or 
more, that 32 per cent of our reade 


Keep their copi 


permanently 
that 40 per cent pass them on to some 
one else 


Last yea! ve had a 


reputable, ir 
dependent public opinion firm do 
penetration irvey of three 
in Fort Dodge for u busine men 
vyomen in better residential area 


leade1 In thi 


and 
opinion 


typical lowa 


city 22 per cent of those interviewed 
ubscribed to bought 7 he lowan 
regularly The lou an wa nked 
fourth among magazine read regu 


larly Reader Dige f Saturday Eve 
ning Post and Life led it 


Currently we are in the 


proce ot 

compiling a list of policy-level busi 

re executives we reach in the state 
It is already of considerable ize 

With these weapons we art gradu 


ally 


ance 


breaking down 


Our 


advertiser resist 
lowa 


advertising 


main concern is with 


circulation as most of our 
with 


W ide 


potential lie firm 


wanting 


to reach a state audience Our 


latest ABC statement shows we have 
83 per cent of our circulation inside 
the tate boundari« 





One interesting development on the 
advertising side has been the use of 
The lowan as a wedge for a broader 
program. In several firms which have 
done little advertising in the past 
younger executive have used us to 


open the doo: fo! 


a complete program 


The reader acceptance of The 
lowan has been excellent. Our re 
newal rate run around 65 per cent 
in the big months. Christmas gifts are 


big business for us and 


account to! 
most of our out-ol tate cir¢ ilat on 
We carry on a small, but consistent 
direct mail campaign for ibserip 
tion 
re a Way The lowan ] a dream 
magazine. It is based on the sincere 
ideal of helping to creat a bette 
lowa through an awarens of it 
present advantage and need It ha 


istently endeavored to 
the highest possible 
ing all else for it 


gut anyway you lice it The 


con maintain 


quality acrif 


lowan i a busines and the mag 


different 
there have 


business is no than 


othe: While 


ome spectat ular 


azine 
any been 
uccesse most pub 
teady old 
tace 


hard WoO! k 


exce ption 


lications must count on 
fashioned growth fostered, in the 
of inadequate capital, b 

thinking. No 


and creative 
is The lowan 


Libel Was a Sissy Word 


To 


(Cont 


tongue might do. Fistfights usually 


replaced courts of law in ettling dif 


ference and ik frequent! gui 
duel did the trick 

The Weekly State Gazette of Au 
tin in 1878 ran this ominous para 


graph 
L. R. Brown, editor of the 
Worth Daily Post, ha 
the editor of the Daily 
nortal combat 
Whether the 
accepted the 


Fort 
challenged 
Journal to 
Daily Journal's bo 


vider 


open spac than Texas is not 
found in ubsequent issue of the 
Gazette, but frontier editor vere 
not the type who backed awa tron 
a challenge 
RATE reader ometime howed 


their distaste for a ftrontier nev 


paper by canceling not only their 


ubscriptior but the editor a Vell 
However few of the newspapermen 
let it interfere with what they wrote 


challenge or moved to 


Early Texas Editors 


r ued 


from page 6) 


G. W. Robson of the 


Echo Was 


Fort Griffin 


one such fearl editor 
His newspaper in the late 1870's and 
early ‘80's publicized activiti of 
border toughs, calling them by name 


Few 
accounts ofl 


The office 


Issues appt ared without detailed 
frontier rowdvism 


of the Echo 


incidentally 


was entered in 1876 by two armed 
men who had been angered by some 
thing that appeared in the newspape1 
The pair wanted the editor, but he 
wa absent They consoled them 
elves by shooting and killing the 


Echo's proprietor 
H H srooks ol 


tock Champion was 


Amarill Live 
fighting 


anotner 


editor. often getting into seriou trou 
ble over new that appeared n nis 
pape! It has been estimated that he 


had twenty-five fights and never won 


but he lived to write another day 


one 
To shut up an editor like that, di 


gruntled readers found, you had to 


shoot him up 
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(Cor ied 
1975 t ! 10 110 
pe a da 
A ot! i I { t ist tnat tne 
natio! nnui ivert ! budget b 
1975 w m™ ip le $15 bil 
I f t e the $8.1 bi I 
ent ert 1954 
Inste eré ellis more 
pact tne ev ipe most irgent 
idvert problen t nake ce 
tain tnat classe ! ile pl 1a 
ma y I pl tif 
sy tn I I 4 t il I id Cl 
tisiz te erdue. Moreover 
the new pape Vnicn na von the cor 
ndence 1 communit thi igt 
d se ce nd fair de I hould 
ali readjustment that may re ult 
Figure about “disappearing dail 
le in this country have been widely 
n nterpreted, According to the rec 
ords kept | ANPA, twelve new dail 
‘ tarted last eal nd twenty-six 
pape vere me ed ispended, o1 
changed t é frequent publication 
Thi inet k f fourteen dailic 
Wher I r mine the entire list 
f twent i disappear dailic 
( ‘ vnat does he find? Six of the 
pape were Neu Dige t tabloid 
ibsidized | the International Typo 
grapl a I o! Lo combat local 
ry t ‘ 
Ter tner dalle ne me week lis 
‘ VeEeCK IIE tw were nn I 
eve mb I I that Nar ed 
1 nce la publicatior I'w vent 
to f ‘ 
Or full-fledged ndepend 
ent, ¢ ere dailis ispended out 
nt ; | tw f these had beer 
t ‘ eu five veal Car 
1 narne e otne ree American 
D ne or ndu nt Ce mparable 
e and extent that has done vel] 
Much ' ence has heer en te 
the obituarie f d distinguished 
etroy tan pape TI make it 
‘ 1 I et ul it thers I ' Heer | 
net ncrease ¢ t ent f S the tota 
I m Ameri ! la é etwee 
1945 and 1955, as cor ed with a net 
decre ‘ I MH) Tf 1930 t 1945 
These 1 e nume l Dut ie pubil 
ed t tl ‘ | ( nave beet 
hiet re | ter wine « mi j 
nitic ‘ } 10.000 populatior 
M ire I rie Ve b f that be 
( e dailis experiment succes 
I I tne’ eTawe I ne out ol 
tnree 1 Irie t t iT i! t requ 
I ( pit F tnar the estab 
nment I entire new pape 


1955 
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ty 


Finest Hour Can Lie Ahead 


Because of these devel: t the 
J today has hity-two 
more cities with 


1945 


fourth of 


ypmer 


daily newspape! 


1.3 
alled 


Mors 


disappearing 


than a 
dailies” ot 
back to 
weekly 
ther 


little lo of ¢ 


| 


outright suspensions olf 


hould not be o numel! 
the next twenty 
during the last three decade 
that there are 
left 


dailie 


yeal a 
for the 
not mi 

The rela 

today 


the 


imple reason iny 


unprofitable paper 
{ ely rew marginal 


are pi ncipally at either end of 


economik pectrum a few In place 
daily 


readjustment: 
the 


Ww he re 
lew 


Loo mall to upport a 


there will be and a 


more ir ore ol large! cite 


where there excessive competition 


‘ +} 
LO! I 


M°- other newspapers today are 
making money and are basically 


i¢ ame kind of reader 


ound first. because of the « ential 
nature of the commodity the, ell 
ind econd. because of the non-con 


petitive position the hold in 


local communiti 

For th ame reason, consolidati 
and mergers also will be le nume 
ou n the future. Only eighty-two 
citie now have locally competing 
dail and only twenty-nine of these 
cite ire in the 100,000 to 500,000 pop 
ulation group, where morning-evening 
combination or joint printing ar 
angements appear to be most fea 
ble. Thirty-six citic of |e than 100 
000 population also have locall 
competing dailic but in cities of thi 
ize the trend for the last ten year 
na heer toward a ingle da i 
trend likely to continue 

The kind of consolidatior most 
Ke { ncreas¢ im the future 
llustrated by Southern Illinoisar 


the 


1 


a strong ngie daily now serving the 
elk el idjacent citte ol Carbondale 
Herrin and Murphysboro, where three 
eparate papers former! truggied fo 
‘ tence. In me thirty other clu 
tan CS tu or three adjoinir Py, 
munitie " ingle dail or a ingle 
nornir evening combinatior r ‘ 
cent Cu na repli ceq twe 0 ! re 
eparate paper 

A for newspaper chai o1 

oups, they too will continue to grov 
n number, but probably not in aver 
age ze. At no time since a count o 
thirteen U. S. chains with sixty-two 
dalle Wa made in 1910 doe their 


1] 


Size appeal to have averaged less than 
1.1 or more than 5.7 papers per group 
On January 1, 1955, there were ninety 
five daily groups (two or more dailie: 


in different cities under a common 
ownership), with an average of five 
papel each 

Because of the very real objection 
to absentee control, the trend should 
continue to be away from the large 


national chain and toward smaller re 


gional operations, with a greater dé 


local editorial autonomy 


Even if 


gree ol 
through both 
should 


concentration 


] 
LOW 


al and group consolidations 


proceed for the next twenty years at 
approximately the same rate as that 
of the last decade, this country would 


till have in 1975 a total ot approx! 
mately 1,800 dailies under some 1,100 
eparate ownerships. This is far from 


being an alarming degree of national 


concentration, especially when it i 


compared with that in many basi 
American industries 

In the automobile industry, for « 
ample three major companies last 
year controlled 94 per cent of the pro 
duction Sut the largest new pape! 
publishing organization—-Hearst—-had 


nly about 9 per cent of the daily ci: 
culation, and its proportion has been 
dwindling 
This brings me to the second part 
of my diagnosi the question of po 
ble change in reader attitude For 


no ordinary bu 


the high 
tability which 


journali mm 1 ines o! 


profession, and degree of 
the new pa 
ha 


protection t 


economic 


per publishing industry attained 


today would afford little 


private ownership if the majority olf 
readers ever became convinced that 
freedom of the pre vas being used 
merely for the benefit of newspaper 
publishers and owner 
ESPITE talk in some circle ot a 
cold war on newspape! a study 


of both governmental and public atti 
tude vhich I made last 


year confirm 
my belief that the people of this coun 
try still nave faith in newspaper 
that is, good newspapers. As I pointed 
put 1 the Fall 1954 Journalism 
Quarterly, the present-day willingne 
of the public for newspapers to be 
ubjected to general social and eco 
nomic legislation does not necessarily 


mply any special hostila#y toward the 


It is more ikely that the average 

mar imply doe not see the ame 
possibility of ome future abuse of 
governmental power that the new 


the tudent of hi 
inclined to se« 


al e) ha 


our 


paperman or tory } 
along 


the 


tem 


Public thinking 
thi been blurred by 


f ; 


at tnat 


bine 


broadc asting 








12 


even though “fre« must be regulated 


by law because of phy 
recent 


A lor 
the Federal 


Commission ha 


ical limitations 


Ww hic h 


Communications 


deci bons in 


yvored non-new 
paper applicants over 
license the 


newspapers for 


television newspaper 


publishing industry obviou ly faces a 


For Cal 


competitive new 


dilemma publishers in non 


have 


been contending that there can be no 


paper cities 


uch thing today as a “local newspa 
per monopoly 
The 


heen that new 


their 


rie dium: 


main basis of contention 


now pro 


vide a far greater diversity of infor 


mation and idea than competing 


newspaper evel! provided The argu 


ment 1 convincing——-so convincing 
that new paper 
them in the FCC 


prime 


find it turned against 
policy of attaching 
the 
among the mediums 
which holds the Sher 
man Anti-trust Act in almost as much 
reverence as the Constitution itself, it 


to expect either the 


importance to factor of 
competition 


In a countrs 


eems unrealistic 


commission or the courts to lessen the 


present emphasis upon ownership di 
After all, the FCC’s pol 
quite similar to policies which 
the Inter 
and the Ci 
have 
field of 
The 
publi her when it wa 
1944, for it took the place of an earlier 
proposal to bar 
pletely 


ownership 


versification 
icy | 
tate Commerce Commission 
Administra 
the 


il Aeronautics 
followe d 


transportation 


tion for years in 


poli Y wa welcomed by many 


adopted in 
rie wspapers com 
and television 
it calls for 
other 


from radio 


Since the con 
sideration of 
divers 
sist upon 

The 


broadca ting licenses 


factors besides 


ification, newspapers should in 


fair treatment 


number of newspapers with 
has grown under 
and it should continue to 
grow. But the 
affiliated to the total number 
of all AM-radio and TV stations has 


be« n going down 1949 and it Is 
to decline further 


the poli \ 


ratio of newspaper 


station 


ince 


almost certain 


Entirely apart from considerations 


of publie policy, there are 


economic 
and physical limitations to the number 


of newspaper publishers who can op 


course to 


erate television station small 
consolation. of 
feels that he ha 


in his 


who 
been treated unfairly 
profitable 


one 


application for a 
channel sut inve has re 
the 


and a 


tigation 


vealed no inherent savings in 


joint operation of a newspaper 
radio or television 

Socially re 
which do a good 
thei: 


fear, in my 


tation 
ponsible 

job of developing 
have little to 
from either 


newspapers 
natural advantages 
opi mon Wov 
ulation of 


Thi Vit 4 I 


ernmental reg new compe 


tition upported by my 


urveys of tate legislation 


judicial 
reader attitudes at the 
level 

three of the 


did the manager or chief execu 


decisions and 


“gra roots” 
In only forty-eight 
tate 
tive of the state press association tell 
he thought the 
opinion” in his state regarding news 
had less favorable” 
ince 1945. One would not express an 
they 
“remained 


me that “climate of 


papers become 


eighteen said 


had 


same Sut 


opinion and 
thought 
the 


publishers’ 


conditions 


about spokesmen of 


associations representing 


twenty-six states said they thought 


attitude 


had 


the public’ toward newspa 


pers definitely “become more 


favorable y 


N a parallel 
comparable reader attitude surveys 
the 1949 to 1953 
period in four single-ownership cities 

Atlanta, Des Moines, Louisville and 
Minneapolis. In all four of these cities 
1953 an 
higher regard for the quality and fai: 
their had 
shown two to four 

They 
higher 


research, two sets of 


were made over 


readers revealed in even 


ness of than they 


papers 
years earlier 


al 0 revealed a 


generally 


regard for their so-called 
monopoly” dailies than was revealed 
of the highly competitive 


Boston, Mass. And 


come badly, either, al 


by readers 
papers in 
didn't 
though it showed a much wider range 
attitudes than the 
non-competitive cities 

These 


warrant 


4oston 
out so 


of reader any ol 


surveys, of course, do not 
generalizations about 
either 
The results un 
be different in 
kind of ownership situation where a 


any 


other newspapers competitive 


or non-competitive 


doubtedly would any 


greedy, complacent or incompetent 


publisher has been turning out an 


inferior product, But these studies 
the fact that 
were willing to have them made—do 
that a socially 


ble owner and publisher, with a com 


and certain newspapers 


demonstrate responsi 
petent staff, can win increasing publi 
confidence 

This is true even though the papers 
local 


as in three of these 


in question have a “monopoly” 
and even though 
cities, they also are part of a chain or 


What 


above all Is a 


group such research shows 


growing tendency for 


each paper to be judged upon its in 


dividual merits 
Since 


every 


breed 
should 
ownership and control into the 
There 
where the publication of annual finan 
cial statements would be unwise, but 
little justification 
forty 


newspaper 


secrecy Suspicion 


newspaper bring its 
open 
ituation 


may be competitive 


seems to be 
fact that 


ninety-five 


there 
for the 
the 
this country 


only seven of 


groups in 
fully 


identify themselves 


on the page for that purpose in the 
1955 Editor & Publisher Year Book 

Most of these group ownerships 01 
but they 
also should be acknowledged nation 
added that the 
owner has nothing to hide. Even the 
probably would 
profit in the long run by freely a 
the ownership of its 
eight papers in Montana 

It is the fully in 
formed public that will enable respon 
sible newspapers to survive 


affiliations are known locally 
ally as assurance 
Anaconda Company 
knowledging 


confidence of a 


even in 


the face of possible increases in price 


like the 


ten-cent 


idea of 
newspaper 
than he likes the idea of 
than five cents for his 
favorite soft drink, but there is ample 
evidence that he will accept necessary 
be fore he 


will continue to buy, at any price, a 


The reader does not 
a seven-cent or a 
any more 


paying more 


price increases in either 
product in whose quality and integ 
rity he has lost confidence 


pepe ISAACS, managing edi 
tor of the Louisville 
summed up my first two points when 
he reminded the National Newspaper 
Promotion Managers Association that 
the really great this 
country rank 
highest in public confidence and es 


Times, 


newspapers ol 
newspapers which 


teem—are also successful newspapers 
financially 
Sut it is 


that a few of 


these leaders in social responsibility 


also true 
and financial independence have been 
extremely backward in other respects, 
such as modernizing their typographi 
And none of them has 
been entirely from the ills 


cal design 
immune 
caused by rising costs 

This whether 
the third question raised by my diag 


leads one to wonder 


not be the most crucial of 
all: Do newspapers have the ability 
to adjust themselves rapidly 


nosis may 


enough 
to the changing needs and interests 
which the future already thrust 
upon us? The answer to this question 
will depend primarily, I think 
what owners and publishers do about 


has 
upon 
research and personnel 


Mark Ethridge, the 


Louisville Courier-Journal and Times, 


publisher of 


said recently at Ohio State University 
that 
eration behind in research that might 


“newspapers are at least a gen 


make production more efficient,” and 
that 
papers also are at least fifty years be 
hind 


tries in their personnel policies 


I believe he would agree most 


other leading American indus 
one of the areas 


suffered 
scientific 


Production is only 
in which the newspaper has 
The 


analyses on 


need for cost 
the 
in advertising, already 


the 


urgent 


business side, espe 


cially has been 


mentioned. On editorial side 
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there is an equally urgent need for 
comparative studies of newspaper 
content, and for experimental re 
search to determine the effectiveness 
of new ideas in both content and its 
presentation 

If the railroads of this country had 
shown no more ingenuity in improv 
ing their trains than some newspapers 
have shown in improving their prod 
uct, we still would be riding behind 
wood-burning locomotives 

Mr. Ethridge is a great editor who 
became a_ successful publisher by 
demonstrating that “the newspaper’s 
best and cheapest box office attraction 
is its news and editorial content.” 
Here is his indictment of his fellow 
publi hers 

Publishers have done precious lit 
tle to help themselves. In 1953, the 
aviation industry was spending 13 per 
cent of all it took in on research; elec 
trical people were spending 6.4 pet 
cent. The average for all industry was 
2 per cent of its sales and that pet 
centage was dragged down by the 
printing industry, of which newspa 
pers are a part—the sixth greatest in 
dustry in the United States—which 
spent 0.017 per cent of its revenue on 
research. It’s not only too little; it’s 
too late to save some papers.” 


It may be too late to save some pa 


pers,” but there is evidence that 
othe: will prosper and also as to 
what kind of papers they will be. Part 
of the evidence i contained in 


speeches like that of Mr. Ethridge and 
one which John Cowles, president of 
the Minneapolis Star and Tribune, de 
livered last fall at the national con 
vention of Sigma Delta Chi 


THER evidence is found in the 
fact that during the last twelve 
months some 175 dailies have banded 
together in the Institute of Newspaper 
Operations to support research in 
newspaper production and _ business 
methods on an extensive scale Sut 
the most convincing evidence of all 
oddly enough—is in the studies of 
what has been happening to daily cir 
culation since the advent of television! 
One uch study, published in the 
Spring 1954 Journalism Quarterly 


hows that in the five largest cities 
the Sunday papers which have lost 
reader nce television have been pri 
marily those that emphasize entertain 
nent—a field in which television ha 
an obvious advantage. Another study 
mentioned by Mr. Cowl hows that 
the eleven largest daily and Sunday 
circulation loser nee 1947 have 


heer with only one exceptior pape! 


which depend “primarily upon ente1 

tainment feature or sex and crime 

ensationalism to attract reader: 
During this same seven-year period 
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From where | sit 


by Joe Marsh 





Modern Science Finally 
Catches Up With Grandpa 


I got put in my place the other night. 
Deserved it, too. My father-in-law said 
we were due for bad weather. “Birds 
are flying low,” he reported. ‘““That 


> 


means a storm.’ 


I started to josh with the old gentle- 
man about being superstitious. Then 
my nephew Jim, on vacation from 


college, pipes up. “Grandad’s right,” 
he says. 

“At least, that’s what they say at 
school,”’ Jim goes on. “The heavy air 
you get before a storm forces insects 
down low—so high-flying birds have 
to swoop along the ground if they want 
to eat.” 

From where I sit, there’s probably 
sound reasoning back of most old say- 
ings ... back of anything people have 
learned to believe in. Take the idea of 
a stitch in time saving nine—sparing 
rods and spoiling children—of drink- 
ing hot milk, or a refreshing glass of 
beer, at bedtime. You may not hold 
with any of these beliefs yourself... 
but it’s not smart to give them the 
“bird.” 





Copyright, 1955, United States Brewers Foundation 








ther dail ( aa paper gained 
rY e circu t han the eleven b 
| el pst Thess ‘ Icce ful pa 
pe! Mr. ¢ es points out ire 
‘ } ’ ‘ cept or publica 
tions that regard full and fair preset 
tation of the news as their primary 
lunctior a easo!r ior peeing 

Te i¢ ( endered the new 
paper ‘ e } bringing out the 
difference re eer reader hip and 
eader nierest Ir not Minneapo 
ind De Moine ‘ paper reade! 
recent] ere Ked whether they 
thought tel ever would “take 
the place of d newspaper Nine 
it of ten re ( ! These reade1 
ther vere msked to pecily what you 
et out of ne ipe that you don't 
et out of tele or An average of 
60.7 pe ent iid “more news and 
r e det ed erage ol more 
local and regior new 18.5 per 
cent specified “1 e time for reflec 


4.4 pe cent 
! ng and 1.8 per cent 


reread 


editorial But only 23 per cent 
made ar ete nce t com trip 

In tud ite tud the ame tact 
emerge that what reader ay they 
read one tnil but what the y value 
most quite another 

There moti evidence that re 
porting trie ( ! vreater breadth 
ind dept lar more ital to the fu 
ture of the American newspaper than 
making the comic trip a colums 
ider r evel itting them in techni 


N* ty pe if research can help the 
newspape to olve it problem 
a itherwise but well 


aid personnel is even 


Charle 


economi i! 
trained Ve | 
more important. For. as Di 
Publishing 


f the Curti 


Compatr esearch department ob 
erved thie Journalism Quarterly 
recent tor t f future trend the 
nowledwee iined b research is of 
no iti i ‘ . § ab orbed and 
estructure eative imaginative 
dynamic and « i seous minds, able to 
meet and me ith change Research 


covering tact 


imp i proce of di 


it is helpful ot f we have the intelli 
vyence and id ent to use it wisely 
If newspape ive to attract and to 
hold me ind edit il workers capa 
ble of coy th the problems of a 
rapidl changing vorld, they must 
choose those worke by the best po 
ible met | I'he must pay them 
well-—at least as much as workers in 
the busine ind mechanical depart 


ments are paid. They must maintain 


tandard vyorking condition 
whicl wive tine editorial employes a 
ense of stat lependence and self 


Any busin forecast 


today ha to 


be limited by the possibility of a ger 
eral war or a serious depression, no 
matter how remote. But newspaper 


men have a great advantage over most 


other business and professional group 


in this respect: through sound and 


responsible journalism, they can make 


t much Ie probable that any such 


cata trophe will befall u 


Certainly President Eisenhower 
could have had no more important 
group in mind when he aid I be 


this great 
productive land of ours, t 
fear that 


tor Oo long have haunted some among 


ieve that it is high time, in 
growing 
put behind us the rash of 
of Wal fear ot 


u fear unemploy 


ment, fear of ourselve fear of the 
future 

must not 
paralyzed by fear 
threshold of what 


American 


Newspapermen 
themselves to be 
at the very hould 
he and can be the 


new 


paper's “finest hour! 


News Values in India Bewitch 


And Bewilder 


(Continued from page 7) 


rambling, the story wound 


ort of afterthought 


graphs ol 


up with thi a a 


Incidentally 
uated at 1.000 teet above 


both the lakes are sit 
ea level and 
ac tual 


] ‘ ; 


indicate 


and 


therefore 


the figure 


level to be 27.55 feet 


water 


leet 


Perhap Indian reporte! are LiKe 


horse trade: able to te I] awe by the 
teeth: otherwise it is difficult to imag 
ine how they managed thi mall 
item 

Madras A woman aged 22 wa 


hy a light engine 
hed 


identity is not know 


fatally run over 
proceeding from the engine 


The worda;r 


ronment central and 


hare of odd re 


The gove 
tate produce thei: 
The Pre Informatior 
Wing) of the 
ment devoted 237 word 
rabbit hunt with 
went to publication 
throughout India 
of Madhya Pradesh Dire 
and Publicit 
i then-pre a 
that was af 
north. The note 
that had beer 


2 
lease 2ureau 


( Defense Union gover 
to d cribing 


hound TI 


and ol 


a jach 
re lea 4 
ficial 
The state 
torate of Information 
j ued a note di CUSSINEZ 
lent “mystery disease 
fecting states to the 
listed the 


taken to curb any invasion of the d 


precaution 


east withir the tale boundarile¢ 
jut the release wa lugged “Unofhi 
cial Note 

Unofficial notes are issued o1 y 


the understanding that their source 


will not be referred to in an va ! 


what is publi hed 
If the new papers abide by the 
rules the reader have to take the 


from an unidet 
official ex 


incorrectly 


whole thing on faith 
tified A directorat 
plained that this story was 
that the unofficial 
used when the 


source 


lugged note cla 


sification wa govern 
ment wished to say omething lauda 


; 


tory about one oft it 


The 


own projec 


more inclined to give 


peopl are 


 — 


it credence when the government 
not quoted,” he explained 

The still-rankling feeling of India 
against the U. S.-Pakistan 


agreement makes it easy to under 


arm ala 
tand why the following was carried 
but it taxes an 
redulity 


American reade! 


The All-Pal 


Organization has 


Karachi istan Students 
condemned the ar 
detention of a student in 


rest and 


connexion with the 
Dac a 
In a 


Students 


recent rioting in 


today the 
The ar 


orders of 


statement sued 
Organi ation say 
est has been done at the 


the U S President My Eisenhower 


holds no 
Advertising take 
with the mat 
being perhaps the most 
With a that may 


be commended 


The news side monopoly 


on interesting item: 
ome queer turns too 
monial ads 
bizarre frankne 
many a k to! Youll 
vhile 
pecific as to the caste or color of 
Some demand that the 


applicant be “fair howing that the 


educated virgin otne! re 


complexion 


color problem is not unique to 
ca, Educational qualifications are 
well as the salary the 
draw Here is a 
Hindu of Madra 


portant, too, a 
gentleman eeker 


typical ad from the 


Wanted a fair 
Brahmin 


preferably medical graduate or 


beautiful Telegu 
(language and caste) girl 
ora luate age hetween 18 and 25 
family, to marry fa 

highly placed bache 


a respectable 
foreign returned 


lor aged 32 


Perhaps the following want ad pub 


lished in a city with an active, reputa 
ble department of journalism, indi 
cates one of the reasons for ome ol 


the creaks and kinks of Indiar oul 


nalism 


Wanted for a Nagpur newspaper A 


joung reporter with a flair for our 


nalism. Law graduate will be pre 


ferred. (') 
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Cities Service transported more oil through more miles of 
pipeline in 1954 than ever before in Company history. Reason 
for this bustling underground activity—more Cities Service 
customers than ever before in Company history! 


CITIES @ SERVICE 


A Growth Company 


Number 11 of a series 
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What do you want from 


E vitor €& Publisher? 


INDEFATIGABLE WORKING PAR INER? Publisher, editor, ad 


manager, space representative, production chiel! Every member of 


the press has plenty to gain from the prolific pages of this practical 


work-magazine. News, how-to analyses of new deve lopments 


mterpretation ot latest trends specifi facts to help ou on the 


job! EDITOR & PUBLISHER is tailored exclusively lor makers 


ind users of newspapers. Itll pay you to read 1 at only $6.50 


for a full 52 weeks’ servic 


SELUATION SPECIALISI Spe ll out your job proble m, then dump 


it in the lap of this newspaper about newspapers. What are you looking 
} 


lol \ new position on another papel \ bigger shop with more 
responsibility and higher pay Need more editors, artists pressmen 


reporters, a business manager, new agency, more he lp in your depart 


ment? Call on the classified pages of EDITOR & Pl BLISHER. Rates 


are nominal; response quick results untlormly excellent 


STAR SALESMAN? Trving to boost yvour advertising linagver Want 
more institutional and public relations advertising? Pushing syndicate 
features radio and television ¢ qulpine nt, services: Do vou wanta 


medium that reaches men with the big AV-SO IT The Wspapel advertising 
Lhen get iboard! The display pages of EDITOR & PUBLISHER 
le the approach you ve been looking for. Remember there 


pros ici¢ 
j 


i no publication like it anywhere else in the field 


EDITOR & PUBLISHER includes these servic International 
Year Book, Linave Tabulation, and Annual Syndicate Directory 


The spot news paper of the newspaper and advertising fields 


EDITOR & PUBLISHER 


TIMES TOWER - TIMES SQUARE - NEW YORK 36, N.Y. 





Subscription rates—$6.50 in U. S., possessions, 
and Canada; all other countries, $10.00. 





